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CITY FOR CHILDREN: CASE-STUDY OF FRIENDSHIP OF THE ALMATY CITY

Abstract

The study is devoted to the study of the problem of friendliness and comfort of the urban
environment for children and in the interests of children. The purpose of the research was to study the
environment for comfortable living of children in the largest city in the country.

The peculiarity of the study is significant theoretical and practical orientation, due to the many
cases selected in different parts of the city. The scientific significance of the study lies in the uniqueness
of the study of the city's problems and conditions for the comfort of children. the practical significance of
the study pointed to problems in urban planning without taking into account the interests of children,
regardless of districts and distance from the city center. The results of the study showed that children are
equally comfortable living in the city of Almaty, but there are significant differences in access to
infrastructure and free educational institutions. The study showed that for the majority of teenagers in
Almaty, the most popular places of leisure are shopping and entertainment centers.

Keywords: children, city, case-study, quality of life
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KAJIA BAJIAJIAPFA: AJIMATBI KAJTACBIHBIH JOCTBIK KbI3SMETIHIH KENC-
CTAJIN

3eprTey Oanajiap MeH Oajajiapra apHalfaH KaJlalblK OpTaJarbl JOCTBIK I€H KAMJIBLIBIK
MOocelIesIepiH 3epTTeyre apHallFaH. 3epTTey/IiH MaKCcaThl - €T eH ipi Kanaaa Oananap/blH KaiIbl eMip
CYpYiHE JKaF/iaii jkacay. 3epTTey/liH epeKIICIiTi - KaJIaHbIH dPTYPIi ayJaHAapblHAa TaHIaIFaH KONTereH
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Karmainapra OalJIaHBICTBI MaHBI3JIBI TEOPHSUIBIK JKOHE MPAKTUKAIBIK OAaFrbIT. 3epTTEyIiH FHUIBIMU
MaHBI3/IBUTLIFBI KaJla TIpoOJieMaliapbiH XKoHE Oallaiap IblH bIHFAMIBUIBIFGI YIIIH JKaFIainap/pl 3epTTeyaiH
Oipereitirinme JKaThlp, 3EPTTEYIH NPAKTUKAIBIK MaHBI3bUIBIFEl ayJaH OPTAJIBIFBIHAH JKOHE ayJlaH
OpTaJBIFEIHAH KAIIBIKTHIFBIHA KapaMacTaH OanaiapiblH MYIICIEPiH eCKepyCi3 KalaHbl KOCIAapIiaynaFbl
nmpoOiieManapra HYCKaiabl. 3epTTey HOTIKeNepi KepceTKeHnel, Oamamap Anmarel KajacblHma Oipmeit
eMip cypeni, amaiaa WHOPAKYPHUIBIM MEH aKbIChI3 OKY OpPBIHAApbIHA KOJ JKETIMAUTIKTE aiTapibIKTait
alpIpMaIIbUIBIKTap Oap. 3epTTey KOpCeTKEHICH, AJIMATBhIIAFbl JKACOCHIpiMIep YIIiH €H TaHBIMAal
JIEMaJIbIC OPHBI - Cay/ia )KOHE OHBIH-CAYbIK OPTATBIKTAPEI.
KintTik ce3aep: 6amanap, Kana, Keiic-cTaau, eMip caracsl
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TOPOJI 1151 JETEM: KEUC-CTAJIA APYKECTBEHHOCTH I'OPOJIA AJIMATEI

HccnenoBaHue MOCBALICHO W3YyYCHHIO HPOOIEMBbI APYXKECTBEHHOCTH M KOMQOpTa TOpOACKOM
cpenpl A AeTell 1 B uHTEpecax nerei. Llenbio HaydHOro HCCiegoBaHMs SIBISUIOCH U3YUYE€HHE CPebl IS
KOM(OPTHOT'O IPOKUBAHUS JIETeH B KPYITHEHIIIEM TOPOJE CTPaHBI.

OCo0ECHHOCTBIO MPOBEACHHOTO UCCIICIOBAHUS SBIISIETCS 3HAUMMBIE TEOPETUYECKast M MPaKTHIeCcKast
HalpaBJICHHOCTb, OOYCJIOBJICHHAsT MHOXKECTBOM KeHCOB, BBIODAaHHBIX B Pa3IM4YHBIX pallOHaX Topoa.
Haquaﬂ SHAYMMOCTb MCCJICAOBAHHA 3aKJ/IIOYACTCAd B YHUKAJIbHOCTHU U3Yy4YCHUA HpO6JICMaTI/IKI/I ropoaa u
ycnoBust ansi koMopTa IeTeld, MpakTHYecKas 3HaYMMOCTh HMCCICOBaHUS yKaszana Ha MpoOJieMbl B
rpafoCTPOUTENLCTBE O3 ydyeTa MHTEPECcOB NETel, BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH OT PAilOHOB M YHAJIEHHOCTH OT
neHTpa ropozaa. IlomydeHHble pe3yabTaThl UCCICAOBAHUS MOKA3aJH, YTO JETSIM OAWHAKOBO KOM(OPTHO
IIPOXXKUBATH B IOpoOJc AJ'IMaTBI, OIHAKO CYHICCTBYIOT 3HAYMUTCIIbHBIC pa3/IMuuA B BOIIPOCAX JOCTYIIA K
oObekTaM WHOPACTPYKTYpl M OECIDIaTHBIM ~ 00pa3oBaTeNbHBIM  yupexaeHusM. [IpoBeneHHoe
UCCIICIOBAHUE T0KA3aJI0, YTO Uil OOJBIIMHCTBO HMOAPOCTKOB ropoja AIMaThl CaMbIMH HOMYJISIPHBIMH
MECTa JI0CYyTa SIBJIIOTCS TOPTOBO-Pa3BIEKATENbHBIE LIEHTPHI.

KiroueBble ci1oBa: 1eTH, TOpOJl, Kelc-cTaau, KauecTBO KU3HU

INTRODUCTION.

The relevance of the chosen topic of scientific research is due to the need for theoretical and
practical consideration of the problems of childhood, social infrastructure, and, in particular, the
components of leisure. Previous research studies study children as objects of childhood sociology, which
in turn is based on the study of children and the understanding that children, along with adults, are full
and active members of society. Especially if we are talking about the urban environment, in which there
are different patterns in the functioning of which children are the most active participants in the urban
process.

Experts of the international Fund for UNICEF note that modern cities are built more out of the
interests of cars, corporations and other subjects of the city, but not children [1].

Children often have no place to play, there are no playgrounds or are in a terrible situation. For
teenagers, there are no environmental public spaces in which teenagers in Almaty will be interested to
gather, where it will be safe.

The theoretical foundations for studying environmental problems for children and adolescents are
the main concepts of childhood sociology. In 2017, it was 25 years since the official recognition of the
sociology of childhood in the world scientific community. In Russia, the sociology of childhood began its
existence as an integral component of modern sociological thought in 2008. it was from this moment that
the study of children and childhood as the most important segment of social reality began [2, p.65].

Classical sociological theories considered childhood as a preparatory stage for a" full-fledged "
adult life. Thus, S. Eisenstadt emphasized that all children must be socialized before they can reach full
adult status [3,p.97] Children are influenced by the moral code of the society in which they live, learn its
generally accepted rules, social norms, get the knowledge and skills necessary for their future roles, to
find themselves in social institutions, to share a sense of subordination.
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Modern scientists who hold these positions view the younger generation as an "object of
socialization" and mainly focus on the study of social institutions created for the younger generation, or
on socialization mechanisms used by agents.

Modern urban sociologists actively respond to current, but usually negative events and processes
that have an impact on childhood: studies of life trajectories of children's disadvantage, inequality and
poverty as predictors of delinquency of children and adolescents, social inequality among urban older
adolescents.

For sociologists, a city is a whole system that has a structural and functional basis for its origin and
existence. According to the main provisions of the structural and functional theory, the "city" system
consists of a set of interconnected subsystems that function and reproduce according to the pattern of
activity and value ideals of the system, the main goal of which is to preserve the balance of the system
and adapt it to the conditions of existence.

Children as an element of the socio-demographic structure of the social system "city" are involved
in its life on a daily basis. Children as a structural element

socio-territorial communities of a certain city reproduce the previously set model of life in it or
change it, and also in childhood, the direction of further development of the city is planned [4].

Among the modern studies of the city and the urban environment, there are more and more studies
that reflect the ongoing changes that integrate the world community. This, in turn, affects the research
interest of foreign scientists. These scientists carry out international and regional projects, the main
problems of which "speak” about changes in the lives of children and families under the influence of
modern factors of Informatization and individualization of society, unification of actions and conditions
of their lifeThese international studies include the following: an international research project that
combines 19 reports from European and North American countries "Childhood as a social phenomenon "
under the leadership of Jens Qvortrup (1987-1994); cross-cultural analysis of social support provided by
employers, carried out by Laurence Barton; comparative analysis of data from panel studies of child-
parent relations in West and East Germany, conducted by mark Zhidlik (Marc Szydlik) [5, 6 p.43]; socio-
political study of the movement for the protection of Children's Rights Movement and the annual
"diagnostics" of the situation of children and women MICS (Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey) organized
by UNICEF since 1995 on 300 indicators in 108 countries (in 2015), the results of which are used to
prepare relevant reports, as well as the UNICEF initiative "city friendly to children" [7], which aims to
create a comfortable urban environment for children [8 p.73].

An analysis of current theory and research provides a complete picture of the place and role of
children in large urbanized cities, but another research question remains: is a large city, with its various
laws and patterns, child-friendly?

One of the first problems that attracted the attention of sociologists and gave rise to the sociology
of childhood was the problems of life children in urban settings and the transformation of childhood
under urban influences. The eloquence of transformations in society caused by the change of epochs is
evident in life children in urban settings. The city is a concentration of innovations brought by social
changes associated with globalization. Children due to age immaturity are the most susceptible and
sensitive to them. While traditional rural lifestyles, while conservative, create mechanisms for protecting
and caring for the "future™, urban life exposes the vulnerable aspects of children's lives and society as a
whole.

Therefore, the object of scientific research is children living in the city of Almaty. The subject of
the study is the relationship that develops as a result of the relationship between the city and children.

The main goal of the research was to analyze the level of friendliness of the urban environment in
Almaty for children and adolescents, taking into account the state of infrastructure and services offered to
children in various parts of the city.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In accordance with this goal, the following tasks were solved within the framework of scientific
research:

1) analyze the state of infrastructure for children;

2) identify the main dangers (explicit and latent) and opportunities;

3) identify the most urgent problems of parents and children in Almaty;

4) analyze the basic needs of adolescents;

Working hypotheses of the study were developed:
¢ The degree of friendliness of the urban environment to children varies depending on area’s;
¢ The urban environment is more adapted to children, and less adapted to the needs of adolescents;
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o Access to services, especially cultural content, is uneven for children, living in different parts of
the city.

A comprehensive sociological study of the problems of urban living of children was conducted in
February-March 2018. The geography of the study was placed in several locations of the city: the
historical center of the city, a new area of complex development of social housing, and a microdistrict in
the Northern part of the city, new large middle-class residential complexes, a microdistrict of typical
Soviet development in the Western part of the city, private sector zones. The selection of the area for the
survey was made to be more representative, in order to more fully consider children and adolescents
living in different areas of the city.

Sample survey of the population on a formalized basis questionnaire. The list of questions was
developed by the customer researches. The sample consisted of 900 respondents from various gender and
age groups. The sampling error did not exceed 3.1% when the significance level is 0.95.

The quantitative survey was conducted by a network of interviewers students and teachers of
NARXOZ University (Almaty) using the informed consent form. The result of each interview was
correctly filled in

guestionnaire in the database that contained the marked options for the Respondent's response to all
the questions posed, the gender and age of the Respondent is indicated. In total, 900 respondents were
interviewed in the quantitative stage of the study for three age groups: children from 11 to 18 years,
parents of children from 0 to 10 years, and parents of children from 11 to 18 years [9].

RESULTS

The place near the dwelling (private house, near the entrance) is the first public space that a city
child gets acquainted with. Many urban residents note that in the 1990s, the yard infrastructure fell into
disrepair in all districts of Almaty, and the rapid motorization of the population in the 2000s aggravated
the condition of the yards, greatly reducing the space belonging to regular users of the yard-children,
teenagers, and the elderly. Currently, the city authorities annually carry out planned work on the
reconstruction and improvement of courtyards. The survey questions asked respondents to evaluate the
cleanliness and well-being of the yard for children and teenagers, as well as their use of the yard space.

The majority of respondents from among teenagers (72%) and parents of children aged 0-10 years
(65%) noted that their yards are kept clean. However, about a third of respondents from each group
believe that this is not the case. Among parents of children from 0 to 10 years old the most residents of
new middle-class residential complexes consider their yards clean (79%), and the most polluted are
residents of new social housing estates (48%).

The question of how active users of yards are children and teenagers 11-17 years old was studied.
Overall, 78% of parents of children of this age surveyed they said that children spend time in the yard,
and one in five (22%) said that their children do not walk in the yards. In part, we can assume that the
children of this group are too busy with school, electives, sections, etc., but this may also indicate that
yard spaces do not provide for age-related interests of teenagers. More than a third of the respondents in
the private sector who raise children aged 11-17 say that their child does not walk in the yard (37%). This
opinion correlates with the opinion of children from this age group who live in this region.

An analysis of the preferences of children aged 11-17 who live in the private sector showed that
they like spending time in the yard the least (from the proposed list), since in this type of urban
environment, the yard is not a common space, but a private area adjacent to the house. The majority of
respondents (58%) admit that these sites are designed for preschool children, while another 37% admit
that they can attract primary school children age's. Only 5% of respondents believe that existing sites may
be of interest to a child over 10 years of age (diagram 1).
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P.1 The purpose of the playground

Who is the playground for?

5%

37%

58%

= preschool children = 7-10 years old 10-17 years old

Sport is necessary for the child to develop endurance, strengthen the immune system and prevent
excess weight. Sports for a teenager also have a function of socialization and self-organization - a
common interest often helps to find new friends, new interests.

Public playgrounds in an urban environment are not in themselves a children's space, but they often
become a place of attraction for some children.

For example, almost a third of the 11-17-year-olds surveyed (29%) indicated that they work out
more than three times a week on free outdoor sports grounds. However, more than half of them (51%)
rarely use them. 40% of parents of children 0-10 years old noted that their child does not use them at all.
(Diagram 2).

P.2 Frequency of use of the playground

How often do you used a sport playground?

20%
poestuse NN 20%

40%

51%
celdom (less than 3 times a weei)  NNMMMN 5%

38%

29%
Often (more than 3 times weekly ) _ ?

22%
M Children 11-17 years Children 0-10 years (from parents words)

The results of the survey showed that the most popular places for leisure activities, both for
teenagers alone and together with their parents, are shopping and entertainment centers in Almaty (Mega,
Aport, Dostyk Plaza). (Diagram 3)
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P.3 Walking places with teenagers

Walking places
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By district, shopping centers are the most popular places for leisure for teenagers living in typical
residential areas in the Western part of the city (77%). Respondents from the number of children aged 11-
17 from the Northern districts (35%), where there are almost no such objects, and the nearest large
shopping centers are not within walking distance, go to the shopping center the least. This is confirmed by
the responses of parents of teenagers from this location, who gave the least preference to the shopping
center as a form of joint leisure (24%). Shopping centers were named the most pop ular among
respondents from among parents of teenagers 11-17 years old, living in the historical center (51%), where
it is located quite a lot of malls. So we can talk about the connection of the territorial proximity of the
shopping center to densely populated areas areas and their choice as a preferred leisure activity.

ANALYSES

The study of the availability of social services, infrastructure and educational services for children
and adolescents in Almaty showed that most of the courtyards and sports grounds are in satisfactory
condition. However, according to the majority of surveyed parents of teenagers and teenagers themselves,
the majority of these sites are designed for young children, and they are simply not interesting for
teenagers.

However, due to their physical and age characteristics, teenagers even more than children of other
age groups need special public spaces in which it would be interesting, quiet, warm, safe and, preferably,
it would be possible to buy food and eat. It is for this reason that shopping and entertainment centers are
the most popular place for leisure activities among teenagers in all the studied areas of the city.

CONCLUSION

The quality of the urban environment, and especially its child-friendliness is a determining factor
for cities of the future. As the study showed, children and Almaty teenagers are restricted in their free
movement around the city. Your district and city, the urban environment in many cases is dangerous or
has a poor set of elements, insufficient for full development. All this leads to the fact that children and
parents are forced to spend time in shopping centers or at home, not in public spaces, promoting good
neighborliness and increasing social capital.
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TABY B CTPYKTYPE T'ABUTYCA PAJIUKAJIBHOH MOHOTEUCTHYECKOM
CUCTEMBI

AnHomayus

Llenpto pmaHHOM paboOTHl SBWIICS aHaNM3 B3aMMOCBSI3CH MEXIY pealu3anueld NpUHIUNA
paluKaIbHOTO MOHOTeM3Ma W (OPMHPYEMBIMH Ha €ro OCHOBE TIpPYNIOBEIMH Ta0y H TaOuUTycoMm
paauKaTpHOW MOHOTEUCTHYecKoW crucTembl (Ha mpumepe UI'). B nanHO# cTathe rabutyc paaukambHON
MOHOTEMCTHYECKOW CHCTEMBI PACCMATPHUBAETCSA B KAYECTBE CTPYKTYPHI, MOPOMKAAOLWEN MOTECHIHAIBHO
KOH(JIUKTOTEHHBIH TUCKYpPC B OHJIAHH-TIPOCTPAHCTBE M 3aIyCKalOIIEH Mpolecc caMopaauKaIu3aluu
MOTCHIMANBHBIX PEKPYTOB JIsi TEPPOPUCTHUECKMX aKTOB B QopMare KUXaAa OIHHOYEK.
Wneonornuecknii KOHTEHT, TPEACTABICHHBI B OHJAWH-TIPOCTPAHCTBE W CQOKYCHPOBAaHHBIA Ha
paclpoCTpaHCHUM MPHHIMIIA PAJUKAIBHOIO MOHOTEM3Ma B IIOOANBHBIX MacmTabax sIBIISETCS
OTpakKeHHEM CTpaTernii cTpaTeruil naBaaTa W pkuxajga. @opMupoBaHHE MOJOOHOTO KOHTEHTA, €ro
TpaHchOpMaLUsl U PaclpoOCTpaHEHUE depe3 COOCTBEHHBIC COLMAIBHBIE CETH, a TAKXKE €ro aKTUBHOE
notpebiieHHe — HeOoTheMJIeMas 4YacTh IPOLECCOB CaMOpPaAMKaIM3ally, MPONaraHibl M PEKpyTHUHra
HeohuToB. B naHHOM uCcleoBaHWM ObUT MCIOJNB30BAH METOJ HMCCIEIAOBAHHS JTOKYMEHTOB, a TaKKe
METO/bI HHAYKLIUU U JEAYKIUH.

KiroueBble cjI0Ba: paguKkanbHBII MOHOTEM3M, paJuKalbHas MOHOTEUCTHUYECKAs CHCTEMA,
camMopaJuKau3alus, rabuTyc, rpyninoBbie IIEHHOCTH, Ta0y, COI[HAIbHBIC OTHOIIICHHUS, AaHOMMS.

I'K. Kapumoea', C.T. Ceiidymaros"

YIILH T ymunes amoinoazvl Eypasus ynmmuolx ynueepcumemi
Hyp-Cyaman, Kazaxcman

PAJIMKAJIIBI MOHOTEMCTIK )KYWE TABUTY CBIHBIH KYPAMBIHJIAFBI TABY

Anoamna

Pajukanabpl MOHOTEM3M Karuaachl MEH OHBIH HETI3iHJE KaJIbINTACTHIPHUIATBIH TOITHIK TadyJap
KOHE PaJINKaJJIbl MOHOTEHUCTIK XKYie rabuTyChIHBIH apachIHarbl ©3apa OaillaHbIcTap IbIH Talaybl — OCHI
JKYMBICTBIH MakcaThbl 0ol TaObiIaael. OChl MaKaiaia paJuKalibl MOHOTEHUCTIK KYHEeCciHiH rabuTycsl —
OHJIAMH-KEHICTIKTITIHE KaHXKaJFa arnapa alaThlH JTUCKYPCTHI TYJBIPATHIH JKOHE MKalFbI3 0acThl JPKUXa
(opMaTBIHAAFBl JIAHKECTIK aKTiIepl VIIIH KAKETTI dJeyeTTl PEeKpPYTTEepIiH ©3iH-031 pajuKalIaHibIpy
YZAEpiCiH iCKe achlpaTblH KYPBUIBIMBI PETiHAE KapacThIpbuIafbl. Paaukainel MOHOTEM3M KarHWIachlH
kahaH OOWBIHIIA TapaTy - OHJIAMH-KEHICTIKTIriHAE OpHAIACTHIPBUIFAH PaIUKAIIbl HJEOIOTUSIIBIK
KOHTEHTTIH MaKcaThl OOJIBINT TaHBLIAbl >KOHE OChI KOHTEHT JlaBaat IeH uhaJl CTpaTerusulapblHbIH i1CKe
acwIpbUTFaHbIH Olngipeni. OcbIHIaH KOHTEHTTI KaJbITACTBIPYFa, OHBI TYPJICHIIPYTe XKOHE 03 dJIEyMETTIK
TOpJIap apKbUIbI TapaTyFa, COHBIMEH KaTap, OHbI OSJICEH i TYp/e TYThIHYFa KaThICTBl 9PEKETTEP — 031H-031
paguKaITaHIbIpy, HAacHXaTTay XKoHE HeoHTTepAl peKpyTTay VICPICTepiHIH axbipamMac Oesirine




