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CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS OF MODERN LARGE FAMILIES

Abstract

The article presents a theoretical overview of scientific works by foreign researchers who have
studied large families. This research aims to identify the main problems, opportunities, and limitations
faced by modern large families. Due to the sharp increase in the number of crises in large families in
the country, the relevance of studying such families has grown. The main problems of large families
are social, psychological, and economic in nature.

The goal of the study is to identify the main problems, opportunities, and limitations of modern
large families. A qualitative study of large families in Almaty (N=10) was conducted in the article.
The research was carried out using in-depth interviews. The study revealed that large families still
face material and household problems. The primary type of assistance provided by the state includes
government allowances and services provided in schools to school-aged children in the form of
“school meals.”

It was found that the financial situation of large families is only satisfied by the family income
(wages). Additionally, it was determined that a mechanism for providing systemic assistance from
public and charitable organizations is in place. These organizations play an important role in solving
material and household issues for large families. Moreover, economic factors lead to family crises in
large families.

The practical significance of the study can contribute to resolving crises in large families and
addressing related issues, as well as assisting in the development of state and local additional
programs aimed at improving social policies and the situation of large families.

Keywords: large family, family behavior, crisis situations, family values, social assistance.
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KA3IPI'TI KOIIBAJIAJIBI OTBACBIJTAPIBIH MOCEJIEJIEPI MEH
MYMKIHAIKTEPI

Anoamna

Makanana kemnbananbsl 0TOAChUIAPFAa KATHICTHI 3€PTTEreH MIETEAIK 3ePTTEYIIICPIiH FHUTBIMU
eHOEeKTepiHe TeOPHSUIBIK MIOJY sKacaiaFaH. by 3epTrey Ka3ipri Kkemnbanaibl 0TOAChUIAPABIH aAbIHIA
TYpFaH HET3Tr1 Mocenenepal, MYMKIHIIKTep MEH IIEKTeyJep/i aHbIKTayFa OarbITTanrad. Emimizme
Kembananbl oTOachUlapiarbl JaFAapbiCTap CAaHBIHBIH KYPT ©cCyiHe OaillaHBICTBI Ka3ipri yakbITTa
MYHJIali 0TOAChUIAPIBIH 3€pTTey ©3eKTUIiri apreil OoThlp. Kembamambl orOackuiapablH OacThl
npoOsemManapbl dJICYMETTiK, ICHXOJIOTHSUIBIK KOHE SKOHOMHUKAIIBIK CHITATTA.

3epTTeyAiH MakcaThl Ka3ipri kembanansl orOackuiapAblH 0acThl MacenenepiH, MYMKIHIIKTEpl
MCH IIIEKTeYyJIepiH aHbIKTay. Makanana AMathel KalachiHIarsl kenbanaisl orbackuiapmer (N=10)
carmaJiblK 3epTTey KYPTri3uial. 3epTTey TePEeHIACTUIreH CYKOAT 9/1iCi KOMEriMeH KYpri3iiii. 3eprrey
HOTWXKecl OoibIHIIA Kol Oajaybl 0oTOachuIapia MaTepHaIbIK KOHE TYPMBICTBIK MOceJenep ol Je
OPBIH AJIBIN JKaTKaHbl aHBIKTAJ/Ibl. MeMJIeKeT TapanblHaH YCHIHBIIATHIH 0acThl KOMEK TYpi peTiHae:
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MEMJICKETTIK KOpJIeMaKbl MEH MEKTEIl jKachIHAAFbl Oananapra MEKTENTe «TaMaKTaHy» TYpIHIeTi
KbI3MET TYpi ycbiHbUIaAbl. Kemnbananel orGackuiapIblH MaTepHAIABIK KaFAaiIapbiH 0TOackl Kipici
(kalakpl) FaHAa KaHaraTTaHABIPATHIHBI aWKbIHAAMAbl. COHBIMEH KaTap, KOFAMIIBIK IKOHE
KaBIPBIMABUIBIK YHBIMIAPABIH KYHell KOMEK KOPCETY MEXaHU3Mi KYMBIC >KaCaWThIHbI aHBIKTA/IbI.
Bynnait yiibimaapapH kendananbsl 0TOACKUIAPABIH MaTEPUATIBIK-TYPMBICTHIK MOCEIICIICPIH eIy e
MaHBI3bI 30p. COHBIMEH KaTap, Kemodasaibl 0TOacklIapabl IKOHOMHUKAJBIK (PaKTopiapabH ceOeOiHeH
0TOACBUIBIK JaFapbiC OPBIH aJIybl Ke3/1eCe]Ii.

3epTTeyAiH  TOKIPUOENIK MaHBI3IBUIBIFBl  KOmOanalbl OTOAachUIapIaFkl OpPBIH  aJaThlH
JaraapeicTap OOMBIHINA MICTIIM KaObUIIayFa KOHE dJICYMETTIK casicaT MOCEJIECIH IIeNIyTre, COHBIMEH
KaTap Kem Oayalibl 0TOAChUIAPIbIH JKaFIalblH KaKcapTy OOMBIHIIIA MEMJICKETTIK JKOHE YKEPIUTIKTI
JICHreiiie KochIMILa OarnapiamMaiap/sl 93ipieyae KoMeK KopceTyl MyMKIiH.

Tyiiin ce3aep: kembanansl 0TOACHL, OTOACBUIBIK MIiHE3-KYJIBIK, JAaFJApBICTBIK Karaanmap,
0TOACHI KYHIBUTBIKTAPHI, JIEYMETTIK KOMEK.
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IHPOBJIEMBI 1 BOSMOKHOCTH
COBPEMEHHBIX MHOT'OJETHBIX CEMEN

Annomayus

B crarbe nmpencraBieH TeOpeTHYECKH 0030p HayUHBIX TPYIOB 3apyOeXKHBIX HCClie10BaTeNeH,
M3Yy4aBIIMX B OTHOLIEHUHM MHOTOJETHBIX CEMEH. DTO HCCIEI0BAaHUE HAIPaBICHO HA BBIIBICHHE
OCHOBHBIX NpPOO0JIEM, BO3MOXXHOCTEH W OTPAaHUYEHHUH, C KOTOPHIMU CTAJIKUBAIOTCS COBPEMEHHBIE
MHOTOJIETHBIE CEMBU. B CBA3M C PE3KMM pPOCTOM YHCJIa KPU3HCOB B MHOTOJIETHBIX CEMBSX B CTPAHE
B HACTOSIIEE BPEMs aKTyaJIbHOCTh MCCJIEIOBAHUS TaKUX ceMeil BozpacTaer. OCHOBHBIE MPOOIEMBI
MHOTOJIETHBIX CEMEU HOCST COLUAIbHBIN, ICUXOJIOTHYECKUA U SKOHOMUYECKUN XapaKTep.

Ilenp wuccienoBaHUs - BBIABUTH OCHOBHBIE IPOOJEMBI, BO3MOXKHOCTM U OIPaHUYEHUs
COBPEMEHHBIX MHOIOJAETHBIX ceMeil. B cTaTbe NPOBENEHO KauyeCTBEHHOE MCCIIEJOBAHHE
MHOroneTHbIX cemedd r. Anmartel (N=10). HccnemoBaHue NpOBOIMIOCH METOAOM TIyOUHHOTO
nHTepBbIO. [10 pe3ynbTaTam ncciae10BaHus yCTAHOBJICHO, YTO B MHOTOJIETHBIX CEMBSIX MO-TIPEKHEMY
CYLIECTBYIOT MarepHajbHble M ObITOBbIE MpoOneMbl. B kauecTBe OCHOBHOro BHJa IMOMOLIH,
IIPEOCTABISIEMOr0  IOCYAAPCTBOM, BBICTYNAIOT: TOCYJApCTBEHHbIE IOCOOMS U YCIYTH,
MIPe0CTABISIEMBIE B ILIKOJIE AETAM HIKOJBHOTO BO3pacTa B GOpMe «IIIKOIHHOTO TUTAHUS.

BhIsBII€HO, UTO MaTEPUAIBHOE MTOJIOKEHUE MHOTOJECTHBIX CEMEN yIOBJIETBOPSIET TOJIBKO 10XO0/
cembH (3apaborHas 1ata). Kpome Toro, Obl1o orpeneneHo, YTo pabOTaeT MEXaHU3M OKa3aHHS
CHUCTEMHOM MOMOIIM OOIIECTBEHHBIMH U  OJAaroTBOPUTEIBHBIMU  OpraHmzalmsmMu. Takue
OpraHM3allid MMEIOT OOJbIIOE 3HAaueHHEe B PELIEHUM MAaTepUabHO-OBITOBBIX BOIPOCOB
MHOTOJICTHBIX ceMel. Kpome Toro, m3z-3a 3KOHOMHUYECKHX (PaKTOPOB B MHOTOJICTHBIX CEMBSIX
IIPOUCXOIUT CEMENHBIN KPU3HC.

[IpakTHyeckas 3HAYUMOCTb UCCIIEA0BAHUS MOXKET CIIOCOOCTBOBATh BOZHUKHOBEHUIO KPU3HCOB
B MHOIOJIETHBIX CEMbSIX U PEIICHUIO MPOOJEMBbI, TAKKE MpU Pa3pabOTKe TOCYAAapCTBEHHBIX U
MECTHBIX JIONOJHUTEIBHBIX MPOrpaMM, Ul YJIyYIIE€HHs COLMAJIbHOW IOJMTUKU M TOJOXKEHUS
MHOTOJETHBIX CEMEH.

KiroueBbie cj10Ba: MHOTOAETHAs CEMbs, IIOBEICHUE CEMbH, KPU3UCHBIE CUTYallMH, CEMENHBIE
LIEHHOCTH, COLIUAJIbHAS [IOMOILIb.
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MAIN PART

Today, large modern families face several challenges, including economic difficulties, a lack of
time and resources, and issues with access to quality education and medical care, as illustrated in
Table 1.

This article addresses the aforementioned issues and proposes potential solutions. As a result of
the conducted research, it was identified that respondents’ speech often indicates that these families
usually live on a limited budget, making meeting their children's needs difficult. Parents of large
families are compelled to work harder to provide for their offspring, sometimes resulting in
insufficient time for meaningful communication and nurturing.

Nevertheless, information searches on official websites and literature reviews have allowed us to
underline that large modern families also encounter unique opportunities despite these challenges.
One of the primary advantages is that children learn early to interact with one another, share, assist,
and support each other. A strong family bond and a sense of responsibility develop within large
families. Furthermore, these families can rely on various social programmes and benefits that help
them navigate financial hardships. Modern technology is crucial, enabling parents to work remotely
and manage their time flexibly between work and family. Large families can effectively utilise the
resources provided by government and public organisations, such as free clubs and activities for
children, travel benefits, and cultural events. Thus, despite the prevailing issues, modern large
families hold significant potential for development and prosperity in contemporary life.

Thus, the practical significance resides in the article’s potential to inform and guide decisions
regarding social policy issues affecting large families, assisting in addressing the challenges they
encounter.

Challenges Description

Economic  Large families often struggle with financial resources to meet all their children's needs.

difficulties Limited resources hinder access to quality education, medical care, and necessary
conditions for children's holistic development.

Housing Housing is a pressing concern for large families. Many families live in cramped
issues conditions, causing discomfort and restricting personal space for each family member.
Time Parents of large families are often compelled to work harder to support their children,

constraints  leading to insufficient time for meaningful communication and upbringing.
Education  In remote and rural areas, the availability of quality education and medical services is
and limited, creating additional hardships for large families.

healthcare

Table 1- Basic challenges of large families

INTRODUCTION

In the history of humanity, the family has evolved from a primitive form of social development
to a fundamental social institution. In the current context, multigenerational families are closely tied
to the fundamental social problems faced by the population, often linked to material difficulties. In
society, assessing the family's significance has led to its classification into several categories.
Typically, in social states, the concept of a «<multigenerational family» is considered by the state as a
fundamental social group in need of state assistance. This is because each child's birth affects the
family and plays a significant role in society, as demographic issues and their solutions are key
concerns at the state level. The government emphasizes supporting multigenerational families to
increase the birth rate. Currently, demographic issues are addressed through multigenerational
families. Numerous studies have been conducted on the relationship between the number of children
in a family and the level of family income. The perception of multigenerational families in society is
often characterized by duality and negativity associated with poverty and the overall social status of
the family.
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Various circumstances characterize the genesis of large families. First, the number of children in
a family is often influenced by the family's and its members' religious beliefs and practices. Second,
low-income large families may result from parents' irresponsible behaviour, low education levels,
alcoholism, and other negative behaviours. Such families generally face numerous social problems.
Third, the birth of additional children may occur due to multiple marriages. Naturally, each family's
challenges vary depending on their structure and specific circumstances [1].

In Kazakhstan, the concept of a large family is defined explicitly in the «Marriage and Family
Codex». According to this Code, a large family is defined as a family with four or more children under
the age of majority (Marriage (Family) Code) (Marriage (Family) Code, 2011). There are several
legislative documents in the country related to the social protection and support of large families. The
state provides allowances to families with four or more children under the age of majority or full-
time students (up to 23 years old). The allowance amount is determined based on the number of
children in the family and the family's income. Additionally, if the family's average income is below
the poverty line, the large family may apply for targeted social assistance.

Large families are awarded «Silver Alka» and «Gold Alka» to elevate the status of mothers.
Recipients of these medals may receive state support for housing, with the government covering the
cost of renting an apartment if they live in a state housing fund or rented accommodation.
Additionally, large families may be exempt from certain state taxes. However, the social assistance
provided by the state and local authorities does not fully cover all the needs of large families.

As a result of the analyses, research hypotheses can be put forward:

1. the amount of financial support is not enough for their daily life expenses;

2. low efficiency of charitable foundations in providing social support to large families;

3. in large families, the conflict between spouses was influenced by socio-economic factors.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The concept of large families is multifaceted, and it has become the focus of various scientific
studies in recent years. The issues of large families are examined from psychological, pedagogical,
social, and other perspectives. Each scientific discipline brings unique methods and approaches to
studying the problems of large families. Researching large families is crucial for a country's social
and family policies and planning social security. This is because the problems these families face are
diverse, and understanding them requires an open-minded approach that considers economic, cultural,
social, geographical, and religious factors.

This section will explore foreign researchers' theoretical approaches and models regarding large
families. D.Stamoulis and G.Pierrakos investigate how economic, social, and cultural changes affect
large families. They examine how societal changes, such as women's widespread higher education,
financial independence from men, increased financial resources, and cultural shifts, impact family
composition and structure. They found that a large family is measured by socio-economic conditions
and described and interpreted within traditional and religious contexts. The concept of a large family
varies across different countries. For example, in many European countries, a large family is
considered one with three children, while in some countries following Islamic principles, a family
with six or more children is classified as a large family. Stamoulis, Pierrakos consider the status of a
large family, the size of the family. According to the researchers, the status of a large family is
measured in different ways for different countries. In this regard, the authors suggest the need for
legal and demographic aspects of accounting for the size of a large family [2].

J. Bergsvik and others have studied the lives of large families living in urban areas. The
researchers found that large families' choice of specific neighbourhoods is influenced by various
factors, including economic opportunities, access to specific services, and cultural and social
connections. The study, which was conducted using qualitative and quantitative methods, revealed
that the cost of renting apartments in high-standard, desirable areas is often too high for large families,
making them inaccessible. At the same time, neighbourhoods that match their social conditions often
lack necessary social services. This underscores the need for a comprehensive approach that considers
economic, familial, and cultural factors in social policy and urban infrastructure planning [3].
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According to geographical characteristics, large families are more prevalent in rural areas than
in urban areas. Kulu and Washbrook, in their research, found that large families living in urban areas
are mainly located on the city's outskirts rather than in the city centre itself. This is because it is more
convenient for such families to live in spacious homes on the outskirts of the city rather than in high-
rise buildings in the city centrer [4]. Large families are often associated with urban areas that have
well-developed infrastructure, such as kindergartens, schools, and playgrounds. As the number of
children in a significant family increases, the importance of such amenities in choosing a place to live
in the city also grows. This is because, for parents in large families, established social connections,
such as friendly neighbours and close acquaintances, are highly significant [5]. Large families are
often inclined to plan to have more children in the future, which can also influence their choice of
residence [6]. Of course, living in urban areas with high standards of infrastructure and services
designed for large families is also related to the financial situation of these families [7].

S. Desali, in his research, examines the accessibility and limitations of resources such as education
and health for children in large families across various countries. He finds that in countries with high
living standards, children from large families generally do not face significant difficulties, and the
living conditions for children in many large families are high. The research highlights the importance
of state policies and programs that have socio-economic impacts on large families and their children,
which are essential for the country's sustainable development and for creating a just society [8].

In Kazakh society and many post-Soviet countries, there is a stereotype that large families are a
vulnerable group requiring socio-economic assistance from the state or charitable organizations. In
contrast, in Scandinavian countries, the concept of a large family is not considered a vulnerable group
needing social support and protection. Instead, large families are regarded as having a high status in
society, with good material and social conditions, and their children have access to quality early
childhood education and high-quality education. In Norway, there are numerous state provisions to
encourage large families. For example, paid parental leave continues until the child turns one year old.

Financial support, also known as «state child care» is provided for children over one year old.
This financial aid covers the child's medical, social, and other needs. Such social payments and
guarantees reinforce the high status of large families and contribute to forming positive stereotypes
about large families in society. Despite the material difficulties in large families, there are also
positive aspects. Compared to children in smaller families, children in large families tend to be more
caring, empathetic, and responsible, and they can quickly establish communication with others. In
contrast, children in smaller families may often be more individualistic, less responsible, and have
difficulties interacting with people, resulting in lower diligence [9].

Large families face several problems compared to families with one or two children, including
socio-economic, housing, psychological, medical, and others. Each additional child requires extra
financial resources, attention, and time from the parents [10]. Among these problems, economic
issues are considered the most significant. The family's economic situation affects the psychological
and social environment. Since the concept of a large family is multifaceted, it is crucial to study the
issues such families face from a comprehensive perspective, not just from psychological, economic,
or social science viewpoints [11].

Parents often cannot leave their children alone, resulting in the need to stay at home with only
temporary income. Limited opportunities for children's development in rural areas force some
families to move to urban centres for better prospects. Single-parent families, in particular, struggle
with the problem of unstable employment. While families with many children have housing priority
in local areas, the speed of construction and progress in the housing queue are determining factors.
Some families move to cities hoping for more significant financial benefits from state aid, fostering
a sense of dependency[12].

The low-income levels of large families can lead to child poverty. Klimantova's works highlight
the impact of economic factors on the crises faced by large families. Today, as the primary unit of
society and a social institution, the large family is undergoing significant changes. In the current
economic and political climate, characterized by a general decline in living standards, there is a
consistent trend of decreasing material conditions, psychological health, and educational
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opportunities within large families [13]. Bukhtiyarova and Grudina present two contrasting
perspectives on large families. On the one hand, they are seen as unacceptable and associated with
numerous difficulties, such as disorders, harsh living conditions, lack of parental attention, and
various material challenges. On the other hand, having many children is viewed positively and
associated with respect, love, organization, and mutual assistance among family members [14]. Large
families are not only formed from adverse circumstances but also from positive attitudes. Scholars
such as M. Shlemko argue that in large families, children develop good relationships with each family
member, learn to adapt to order, assert their opinions and needs, get along well with members of the
opposite sex, and develop flexible behaviour. Children in such families learn from each other and
become socialized, and older children significantly influence younger ones [15]. While interactions
between parents and children, spouses, and siblings are well-studied aspects of family socialization,
considering only these units of analysis is insufficient to understand the family as an object of analysis
fully. Families evolve as units in response to changes in individual members, life circumstances, and
planned or unplanned changes [16]. They develop unique climates, styles of responding to events,
identities, and clear boundaries that provide different socialization situations for children. Family-
level processes such as myths, stories, and rituals are increasingly recognized as important for
understanding family socialization.

The number of large families in the country is increasing yearly, with variations in the count
across different regions. For example, official data for 2022 shows that the Republic of Kazakhstan
will have 300,241 large families. Turkestan, Almaty, and Zhambyl are the top three regions with the
most large families. Specifically, there are 86,585 registered large families in the Turkestan region,
40,428 in the Almaty region, and 30,040 in the Zhambyl region. In contrast, the lowest number of
large families is observed in the Karaganda region, with 12,670 registered large families (Figure 1).

KasakcTraHparbl Ken 6anansi

oTH6ackinap

KonoaHeicTarel 3aHHamara calkec TepT Hemece oOaH Ken

Ganant: oT6aceinap ken Ganans oT6ack GoNLIN caHananb.
AlmMmaKTap Ken 6ananel oT6acsinap caHbl
TypKicTan o6nbicskl 86 585
AnmaTsl 06NbICHL 40 428
HambBbin o6nbichbl. 30 040
LbiMKeHT Kanacbi. 27 091
Kpiasinoppaa o6nbicel. 23 551
MaHFbicTay o6nbichl. 23 042

ATrTbipay o6nbicbl. 16 166

AnMaTbel Kanachi . 13 770
AcTaHa Kanachbl. 13 721
AxTebe obnbicbi 13 387

HKaparaHabl o6binch! 12 670

Figure 1 — The number of large families in the Republic of Kazakhstan
According to Figure 1, large families in the Republic of Kazakhstan represent a social group that
warrants comprehensive research.

METHODOLOGY

The research aims to identify the issues faced by large families in a globalised society and
propose possible solutions for the identified problems. The object of the study is large families, while
the subject is the problems and opportunities of these families.

Based on these objectives, the central hypothesis of the study is that large families in the
Nauryzbai district face significant socioeconomic and emotional challenges that existing support
systems do not adequately address. It is also assumed that these families demonstrate unique coping
strategies and forms of resilience that should be recognised and supported. Housing issues are a major
challenge for large families, affecting their overall quality of life and stability.
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This study employs a qualitative research approach to effectively explore the experiences of large
families residing in the Nauryzbai district of Almaty. The qualitative approach is well-suited for
understanding the subjective meanings, emotions, and narratives that quantitative methods might
overlook. This research focuses not on generalisation but on gaining deep, nuanced insights into the daily
challenges and coping strategies of large families—topics that require open-ended, exploratory tools. We
gain valuable insights into their unique challenges and perspectives by conducting in-depth interviews.
The in-depth interview lets our participants express themselves freely, share personal experiences, and
discuss sensitive issues in a more comfortable and trusting environment. The research utilises the
«snowball» sampling method, allowing us to reach various respondents and enrich our findings. The
snowhall sampling method was selected because accessing a specific and relatively underrepresented
population—namely, large families who may not be easily reachable through random sampling- is difficult.
Through this interview-driven study, we aim to illuminate the voices of these families and contribute to a
deeper understanding of their lived realities. The study involved 10 participants, each with an average of
5 children of school age. The participants had an average age of 40 (the data on the respondents are
presented in table 2). The study was conducted from September to November 2023. With the respondents'
consent, the preliminary schedule, date, and location of the interviews were arranged. Ethical standards
were carried out in the study. Participants were informed that their responses would be used solely for
research purposes and that their names would be changed if necessary. The in-depth interview questions
were organised into four logically sequenced sections. The in-depth interview tool provides an excellent
opportunity to obtain answers to questions prepared during the conversation and analyse the respondent's
reactions and attentiveness. It allows for uncovering the root of the problem with various details. The first
section includes general information about the respondent, the structure and nature of the family, and
questions related to housing issues. The second block consists of questions about the types of social
assistance the state provides to large families. The third section addresses issues and difficulties large
families face, interventions, and crises. The fourth section is focused on suggestions for solving problems
within large families and gathering information on ways to motivate and support large families. Interview
duration: not less than 60 Minutes.

The interview method was conducted anonymously, adhering to ethical principles in social
research. The data obtained during the interviews were transcribed and coded. The coded data were
processed using the MAXQDA 20 software, designed for text analysis. The information collected
during the interviews was analyzed using examples from social structural research, and the results
were determined. The use of MAXQDA 20 for coding aids in systematically organising and
interpreting data. It also helps identify themes and categories (like «financial strain», «ack of
housing,» «emotional stress», etc.).

Name Age Number ofSpouse's Job Spouse's State AllowanceMonthly Family
children Salary (tenge) Income (tenge) Situation
(tenge)
Meruyert 33 4 Irregular jobs 150,000 59,000 209,000 Average
Aisha 43 7 Stable job 180,000 115,000 295,000 Average
Roza 41 4 Security guard 250,000 60,000 450,000 Average
Aisulu 39 4 Irregular jobs 150,000 59,000 209,000 Average
Gulnur 45 4 Teacher 200,000 59,000 259,000 Average
Gulnar 46 7 Security guard 130,000 115,000 245,000 Average
Aikun 39 4 Security guard171,000 59,000 230,000 Average
Aigul 37 4 Teacher 311,000 59,000 370,000 Average
Nursulu 45 7 Teacher 345,000 115,000 460,000 Average
Bakhyt 35 5 Security guard62,000 59,000 120,000 Average

Table 2 — Background information about respondents
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The increase in the number of children in a large family creates many issues and requires
additional needs. Among these, the main difficulties are financial and economic. In order to assess
the financial situation of the respondents who took part in the study, we asked them to answer the
guestion “do you assess the financial situation of your family” and received the following answers.

Our family's material situation is average. Our primary sources of income are the state
allowances for each child and my spouse's salary. The state allowance is 59,000 tenge for four
children, while my spouse's monthly salary is 150,000 tenge. The diaper allowance will stop after my
youngest child turns 1.5 years old. My spouse takes whatever job he can find, and since his work is
irregular, his income is very low. This does not cover our family's basic needs and our children’s
needs. Therefore, we register with charity organizations and receive assistance. We get food aid every
three months from the «Bakitty otbasy — Almaty» public foundation and various charitable
organizations. This food usually lasts only one month (Meruyert, 33 years old).

My spouse has a stable job and earns a fixed monthly salary of 180,000 tenge. Our family
situation is average. Additionally, we receive a monthly state allowance of 115,000 tenge for each
child. My spouse's salary and state allowances cover all our family's needs (Aisha, 43 years old).

I work, and my monthly salary is 200,000 tenge. My spouse earns 250 tenges as a security guard
at a private medical centre. Our family's average monthly income is 450,000 tenge. Additionally, we
receive a monthly state allowance of 60,000 tenge for each child. I do not buy costly items, so our
family's income is sufficient for our basic needs. Therefore, | consider our family's material situation
to be average (Roza, 41 years old).

When analyzing the data obtained, most of the families assess their financial situation as
satisfactory. The main resource of this type of family is wages. Families in which both spouses work
in large families rated their financial situation as «average» and showed that it is large enough for the
basic needs of the family. From the responses provided by the respondents, it can be inferred that
their families' economic situation is considered average. Large families where both spouses are
employed have significantly better material conditions than those where only one spouse works. This
is because the family's income source includes state allowances and the salaries of both spouses. In a
manufacturing society, the financial situation of children depends on the paid employment of both
parents. Justifying these data, we decided to present the economic situation of large families in the
form of a diagram (diagram 1).
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Figure 2 — Financial status of the large family

Apart from material and financial issues, housing is one of the main problems for large families.
Although the government provides certain housing benefits, such as discounts, low-interest loans,
and social assistance, the existing social and state programs have not fully resolved the housing
problem in our country. Often, such families live in rented apartments or their tiny homes. It is well-
known that such small homes usually lack separate rooms and personal space for each child. The
absence of adequate housing conditions can affect children's development, potentially leading to
shyness, lack of confidence about their future, and even the formation of aggressive and hostile
behaviour. The performance of these works requires additional investments both financially and
morally.

Today, in order to ensure a socially comfortable life and social support for large families, the
state is carrying out certain work and measures, and an active state policy is being pursued in this
direction. In this regard, in order to obtain an assessment and effectiveness of the work carried out by
the state on the part of the families who participated in the interview, respondents should ask the
question: «What types of assistance provided by the state to provide social support to large families
do you use?» a question was asked.

My children attend public schools, which provide hot meals for children from large families. |
receive a state allowance of fifty-five thousand tenge designated for large families. Of course, this
amount is insufficient. Therefore, it would be helpful if the government considered additional types
of social assistance (Aisulu,39 years old).

From the government, in addition to the benefits provided at school, there is no other assistance
for large families. This year, our children started receiving free meals, and | periodically receive
food every three months from charitable organizations. Local authorities connected gas to our home
for free (Meruert, 33 years old).
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From the government, there is no assistance provided to us as a mother of many children. We
were not able to get free school meals because my husband should have an official income. He works,
but unofficially. He receives his salary in cash, not on a bank card, so we couldn’t get free meals. We
haven’t received any free medications, and there are no discounts for utility payments. | am registered
with the charitable organization «Ana Tili». | receive food from this organization every 3-4 months.
As a suggestion, it would be good if the school provided free hot meals and also offered free
extracurricular activities and sports sections for children to help improve their academic
performance. This would greatly benefit children’s development and education (Rosa, 41 years old).

From the government, as assistance, we receive child benefits. The government installed gas and
connected it to our home for free. I am part of a group formed by sponsors for large families. A
charitable foundation has been opened for large families called «Qaiyrymdylyq Keruen». Through
this foundation, we receive food every 3-4 months. Since my husband works, we have an income
source, and we did not qualify for free hot meals (Dina, 34 years old).

For large families with school-aged children, the government has provided free hot meals at
school. Based on data analysis, we observed that various charitable foundations, especially in terms
of providing material assistance to large families, are working effectively. Charitable organizations
provide food and, if necessary, offer legal, moral, and psychological support.

The problems in various socio-economic aspects in large families also directly affect
relationships between spouses. Issues arising from financial reasons can lead to crises in relationships.
In this regard, we asked the respondents to answer the question: «Have there been any crisis situations
in your family?».

Social and material problems lead to family crises. The lack of funds, low income, and the
absence of stable work cause disagreements between my husband and me. Of course, such situations
occur in every family. But to avoid this, I work on weekends. When crises arise due to material
difficulties, I have not turned to additional centers or psychologists. However, | believe that in such
stressful situations, it is better to turn to specialists who can offer advice, listen, and also go through
professional counseling courses. | think that instead of waiting for help from the state, every family
should work and act on its own. It would be good if the government organized free extracurricular
activities and sports sections for school-aged children (Rosa, 41 years old).

In our family, there is a lack of material resources. This causes conflicts and arguments between
my husband and me. | believe these situations happen because | am occupied with household chores
and taking care of the children. When | want to send the children to daycare and go to work, the daycare
fee is too heavy and expensive for us. In the summer, when the children are on vacation, I try to work.
When conflicts arise between spouses and there is psychological fatigue, | would like to visit specialists
or attend courses. But at the moment, | don’t have the opportunity (Meruert, 33 years old).

Several respondents noted that their families do not experience crisis situations, and all socio-
economic conditions do not cause conflicts.

In our family, there are no crisis issues. The only request is, since | am a mother of many children,
it would be helpful if the government and local authorities could assist by reducing utility payments
and providing free hot meals and clothing in school (Aisha, 35 years old).

There are no crisis situations in our family. There are no problems. This is because my husband
and | are religious people. We approach all difficulties with patience and try to understand each
other (Aysulu, 39 years old).

According to the results of the study, the main cause of crisis situations and conflicts in the family
is related to material and economic factors. Thus, it was found that an economic type of crisis arises
in large families. Additionally, respondents noted that religious factors play an important role in
families without crisis situations. Therefore, it can be concluded that crisis situations in large families
are primarily caused by economic factors.
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Based on the data analysis, we have presented the problems of large families in the form of a
table (Table 3).

Government Existing Problems Living Conditions Impact on Children
Benefits
Discounts Housing problem not fullyRented apartments or tiny Shyness
resolved homes
Low-interest loans Lack of separate rooms Lack of confidence
Social assistance Lack of personal space  Aggressive and hostile
behaviour

Table 3 — Socio-economic problems

Analyzing the data, it becomes evident that the primary focus of today's large families is not on
raising children but on prioritizing socio-economic activities to meet their essential needs. Therefore,
the practices of advanced countries must be implemented in the existing programs and types of
assistance provided by the state and local authorities.

Based on the findings of this study, the central hypothesis is confirmed: large families in the
Nauryzbai district face substantial socioeconomic and emotional challenges that current state support
systems do not sufficiently address. Interview data revealed that financial instability, limited access
to government benefits, and inadequate housing significantly impact the quality of life for these
families. Furthermore, emotional stress and marital conflict—often rooted in material hardship-
highlight the psychological toll of these conditions. Despite these difficulties, many families
demonstrated resilience through proactive strategies, including informal work, support from
charitable organizations, and personal or religious coping mechanisms. These findings validate the
hypothesis and emphasize the need for more responsive and comprehensive support policies tailored
to the specific realities of large families.

CONCLUSION

Analyzing the problems and opportunities of large families, we have observed that the institution
for assisting such families is not sufficiently developed. Although our country's demographic policy
is on the right track, more attention still needs to be paid to the main issues large families face. Many
large families participating in the study pointed out that the amount of state allowances is insufficient,
covering only basic needs and leading to a «survival strategy» rather than a «sufficient standard of
living». Considering the vital role of state social policy for large families, it is necessary to reconsider
the amounts of payments and allowances provided by the government. Only through state social
support can the socio-economic conditions of large families be improved. Although the volunteer
sector and charitable organizations are growing in our country today, it is evident that government
authorities provide stable social support and assistance.

During the analysis of the data, it was found that in large families, the father is usually the one
earning income, while the mother often handles household chores. Because the woman is engaged in
household management, she is economically and socio-psychologically dependent on the man. As a
result, their problems and needs often go unnoticed. The study revealed that family members with
higher education typically work in «stable» jobs and rate their situation as «good». This suggests that
the living strategies and opportunities of large families are also related to the educational level of the
family members. Large families, for whom state allowances are the primary source of income, rated
their socio-economic condition as «average». So, the 15t hypothesis was that the amount of financial
support is insufficient for their daily life expenses, which was proven.

Based on the interviews' results, we noticed that charitable and public foundations are becoming
increasingly important in Kazakhstani society. These organizations aim to address various material
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and household issues, such as clothing and food, faced by large families. As a result of the data
analysis, our 2nd hypothesis was not confirmed.

Today, many families face crises characterised by misunderstandings between spouses and
financial hardships, which result in stress within the family. Through interviews, two distinct types of
families were identified based on their perceptions of crisis triggers. The first type attributes conflicts
mainly to financial difficulties, while the second type does not view socio-economic problems as the
cause of crises. Instead, these families may be influenced by religious and spiritual factors, adopting a
mindset of contentment. Thus, we noticed that our 3rd hypothesis was also confirmed.

Nowadays, Kazakhstan provides various forms of government support to citizens in need of
housing: provision of rental housing - from the communal housing stock; rent subsidies are provided
for housing rented in the private sector; preferential mortgage loans are used to ensure housing
affordability for the general population. In addition to rental housing assistance, the government is
implementing various mechanisms to support large families in purchasing their own homes. This is
being carried out through government programs such as «Happy Family», «Affordable Housing», «7-
20-25», and others. However, despite social support, not all parents with many children have their
own housing and a stable income. The research respondents mentioned housing issues, which
supports our hypothesis regarding the housing shortage for large families. In conclusion, when
working with large families, it is crucial to introduce new methods, scientific approaches, and
modern, flexible programs to improve existing practices.

In conclusion, when we talk about large families, they are often described in a negative context.
However, the role of these families in forming stable demographic indicators in the country is
significant, and many problems also arise within such families. Therefore, large families can be seen
as a social group in need of social support. To address the issues large families face, it is necessary
to develop additional forms of assistance and implement the models of advanced countries. By
evaluating the effectiveness of the work of charitable foundations and volunteers, it is important to
introduce a system in the future where such organizations collaborate with government authorities.

Based on these findings, the following recommendations are proposed:

Recommendations Descriptions

Reform and Increase Reassess and increase state allowances for large families to reflect

Financial Support inflation and rising living costs. Ensure allowances support a
dignified standard of living.

Address Housing Needs Expand access to affordable housing programs for large families.

Prioritize large families in state housing projects and simplify
mortgage or rent assistance application process.

Promote Employment Encourage flexible or part-time employment options for mothers in
Opportunities  for  Both large families. Provide affordable childcare services to enable both
Parents parents to work if desired.

Expand Access to Education Offer free meals, school supplies, and access to after-school activities
and Extracurricular for children from large families. Introduce programs supporting
Programs educational attainment for parents, especially mothers.

Strengthen  Psychological Establish free psychological support services tailored to large
and Family Counseling families. Promote public awareness of emotional well-being and

Services conflict resolution within families.

Foster Collaboration Develop partnerships between government agencies and charitable
Between the State and Civil foundations for coordinated support. Encourage community-based
Society initiatives empowering large families through local leadership and

peer support networks.
Table 4 — Recommendations
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These recommendations aim to shift the focus from temporary assistance to long- term
development and empowerment. Large families play a vital role in sustaining the country' s
demographic balance. Thus, addressing their needs is not merely an act of social welfare, but an
investment in Kazakhstan' s future.
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