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SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVISM MOVEMENT IN KAZAKHSTAN ON ISSUES
OF RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE

Abstract

This paper analyzes several aspects concerning the national issues of rape and sexual harassment incidences
in the context of Kazakhstan via a discourse analysis approach of social media activist movements. The article
touches upon crucial social media movements, such as ‘#MeTooTalgo’, ‘NeMolchi.kz’ or ‘#OrtashaEmes’, which
all emerged after the 2016 incident with the rape case in a Talgo Train, causing eventually an upward rising
tendency for awareness-raising social media campaigns across the country. Alongside that, the paper also
provides insight into the discussion about the societal influence of the contextual conservative patriarchal state on
women, the factors causing women to become victims of sexual and physical abuse as well the power of the social
media as a tool and platform for catalyzing the enraged voices of women into influential instruments for societal
changes. On top of that, this paper also looks at how the movements of social media activism have influenced
government decisions and law amendments in the country towards tightening legislations. The paper follows a
discourse analysis research methodology, where only secondary sources of information are used and referred to.
In conclusion, the significance of this paper is that it tries to enlighten and bring forth one of the societal problems
that women and under-aged girls in Kazakhstan face, and which has yet to be accepted as a “societal problem” by
the society itself. Hence, despite the conservative regime with a still developing but much promising civic society,
social media has shown to be ‘a free fighting space’ for those who want to voice their problems and for those who
want to be heard.

Keywords: social media movements; patriarchal state; Talgo train rape incident; #NeMolchi.kz;
#OrtshaEmes; Kazakhstan; sexual and physical abuse.
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AKTUBUCTCKOE IBUKEHHUE B COHUAJIBHBIX CETAX KA3AXCTAHA 110 BOITPOCAM
N3HACUIIOBAHUA U CEKCYAJIBHOT'O HACUJIUA

Annomayus
B 31011 cTaThe aHAM3UPYETCSI HECKOJIBKO ACTIEKTOB, KACAFOIIMXCS HAIIMOHATBHBIX MPOOJIeM U3HACHIOBAHUH
Y CEKCYAIILHBIX JIOMOTATENILCTB B KOHTEKCTe KazaxcraHa ¢ TOMOIIBIO IUCKYPC-aHAITN3a JBKCHUN aKTHBUCTOB B
COIMANIBHBIX CETSX. B crarhe 3aTparuBarOTCs BaKHCHIIME ABWKCHHUS B COIMAIBHBIX CETSAX, TaKUE Kak
'#MeTooTalgo', 'NeMolchi.kz' nnmm #OrtashaEmes', koTopbie Bo3HUKIM nocie nHnuaeHTa 2016 rona ¢ aenom oo
W3HACWIOBaHMH B moe3ne Talgo, 4To B KOHEYHOM WTOre MPHBENO K TEHICHIMH K POCTY WH(DOpMAIMOHHEIC
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KaMIIaHUHM B COIMAIBHBIX CETAX IO BCeW cTpane. Hapsmy ¢ 3TUM, JOKYMEHT TakKe JaeT MPEJCTaBICHUE O
JIMCKYCCHUH O BJIMSTHUM KOHTEKCTYaJhbHOTO KOHCEPBATHBHOTO MATPUAPXAILHOTO TOCYAApCTBa HA JKCHINUH B
o01mecTBe, pakTopax, 3aCTaBISIIONINX JKSHIMH CTAHOBUTHCS YKEPTBAMH CEKCYAJTbHOTO U (PU3UYECKOTO HACHITHS,
a TaKKe O CHJIC COMANIBHBIX CeTel KaKk WHCTPyMEHTa U TUIATOPMBI [T KaTATM3UPOBATh Pa3bspEeHHBIC TOI0ca
JKCHIIIMH BO BIIMATEIBHBIC HMHCTPYMEHTHI COIMANBHBIX HM3MEHEeHWil. Kpome Toro, B 3TOHM CTaThe TaKKe
paccMarpuBaeTCsl, KaK JBW)KCHHS aKTUBHCTOB B COIMAIBHBIX CETSIX TOBIHMSIA HA PEIICHUS TPABUTEIHCTBA U
TIOTIPaBKU K 3aKOHAM B CTpaHE, HANpPaBJICHHBIC HA y)KECTOUYCHHE 3aKOHONATENLCTBA. B 3aKkimoueHue 3HaYCHUC
ATOU CTaThU COCTOUT B TOM, YTO OHA IBITACTCS OCBETUTH U BBISIBUTH OJTHY U3 COIHAIBLHBIX TIPOOJIEM, C KOTOPHIMH
CTAJIKMBAIOTCS JKCHIIMHBI W JeBYymIKM B KazaxcraHe, W KOTOpyH CaMO OOIIECTBO e€Ille HE TMPHUHSIO Kak
«COLUATIBHYTO MpobIeMy». TakuM 00pa3oM, HECMOTPS. HA KOHCEPBATHUBHBIN PEXXHUM C BCE CIIE PA3BUBAOIIIMCS,
HO MHOTOOOCHIAIONINM TPAXKIAHCKAM  OOIECTBOM, COIMAJBHBIC CETH TIOKa3adl Ce0s «CBOOOIHBIM
MPOCTPAHCTBOM OOPBOBD ISl TEX, KTO XOYET O3BYYHTh CBOW MPOOJEMBI, W IS TE€X, KTO XOYET OBITH
YCIIBIIIAHHBIM.,

KiroueBble cjioBa: IBIKEHUS B COIMATBHBIX CETX; MaTpUapXalbHOE TOCYAapCTBO; UHITUIICHT, CBI3aHHBIN
¢ m3HacwioBanueM B moeszfie Tambro; #NeMolchikz; #OrtshaEmes; Kazaxcran; cekcyanbHoe U u3nieckoe
HACWJIUE.
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30PJIAY 2KOHE KbIHBICTBIK 30PJIbIK-30MBbLIBIK MOCEJIEJEPI BOMBbIHIIIA
KA3BAKCTAHIAFBI OJIEYMETTIK MEJUA BEJICEHALITT KO3FAJIBICHI

Anoamna

Byn makanana oneymeTTik Meaua OeCeHIIepl KO3FAIBICHIHBIH TUCKYPCTHIK TAIAAy dici apKputel Kazak-
CTaH jKaFIadbIHa 30pJiay KOHE JKbIHBICTBIK KBICHIM KOPCETYIIH YITTBIK MaceleliepiHe KAThICTBI OipHele
acriekTiiep tanganrad. Makanana #MeTooTalgo', NeMolchi.kz' Hemece #OrtashaEmes' cHAKTBI MaHBI3IBI
QNIeyMETTIK MeAna KO3FaslbIcTap Typajibl aTbuianpl, ofap 2016 xoeutsl Talgo moib3pIHAA 30pay iciHe KAaTbICTHI
OKWFaJlaH KeHiH maima OoJapl, )KOHE aKblp COHBIHIA ©Cy TEHICHIMSCHIH TYABIPABI OYKiN en OoWbIHIIA aney-
METTIK Meana Kammanusiapbl. COHBIMEH KaTtap, ra3eT COHbIMEH KaTap KOHTEKCTIK KOHCEpBATHBTI MaTpuapxai-
IBIK MEMJICKETTIH Jiiengepre aJICyMEeTTiK acepi, slenaepiH KbIHBICTBIK KoHE (DH3HKAIIBIK 30PIIBIK-30MOBUIBIK
KypOansl OonmybiHa ceber 6onaThiH (pakTopiap Typajibl MiKipTanac, COHOaH-aK 9J€yMETTIK MEIUaHBIH Kypajibl
MEH alaHbl peTiHAe KYIIi Typajbl TYCIHIK Oepeni. sHennepIiH anryJaHFaH JaybICTapblH KOFaMIbl ©3repTyAiH
BIKIATIBl KypaigapbiHa aiHamaelpy. COHBIMEH Karap, OyJl Makamaga olieyMETTiK Menua OeJCeHIIUTITiHIH
KO3FaJIbICHl YKIMETTIH LICIIiM/Iepl MEH 3aHAapAbl KaTaHAaTyFa OarbITTalFaH eNeri 3aH TY3eTyJIepiHe Kaai acep
€TKEeHi TypaJibl a KapacThIpbUIFaH. KOpBIThIHABLIAH Kele, OyIT 5KYMBICTBIH MaHbI3ABUTBIFE — Oy1 KasakcTanmarsl
oifeniep MEH KbI3Nap Ke3JeCeTiH JKOHE KOFaMHBIH ©31 «QJIEYMETTIK TpoOlieMa» peTiHae KaObuiiamaraH
QNIeyMETTIK MacesenepAiH OipiH JkapbIKKa IIbIFapyFa jKoHE aliFa IIbFapyFa THIPBICYBIHA. JleMeK, oi1i Je JaMbll
KeJle JKaTKaH, OipaK Kem IEepCIeKTUBAIbl a3aMaTThIK KOFaMbl Oap KOHCEPBATHBTI PEXHUMIEC KapamacTaH,
ONIeyMETTIK Menua e3 MpobJieMaapblH aWTKBICHI KEJETiHAEp YIIIH JKOHE ©3iH THIHAAFBICHl KeJETIHAEp YIIiH
«EPKiH KYpec KEHICTiri» OOmpl.

Kint ce3nep: oneyMerTik Menua KO3FAIBICTApBl; MaTpUapXajIblK MEMIICKET; TalIro MOWBI3BIHBIH 30piay
okwuracsr; # NeMolchi.kz; #OrtshaEmes; Ka3akcraH; )KbIHBICTHIK %oHE (PU3UKAITBIK 30PITBIK-30MOBLIBIK.

Executive Summary. Being a patriarchal state with a mix of soviet legacy, national as well as modern
traditions, Kazakhstan has been reported to have relatively high rape and sexual harassment rates. The statistics
show that the rape rate tended to increase throughout the years from 2006-2015 even though the majority of cases
are not usually reported in a conservative society like Kazakhstan (Knoema.com, 2019). The Kazakhstani law
does not consider rape and other forms of sexual violence and harassment as serious or severe crimes, which is
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why there is in fact no compulsory indictment for those types of crimes in the country (Equality Now, 2019: para.
1). Victims of the crime tend to bear the strain of completing a crime report and prosecuting the offender by their
own efforts (Equality Now, 2019: para. 1). In worse cases, victims are pressured to reconcile and ‘not ruin the life’
of the offender, leading to the closure of the report or the case itself (Equality Now, 2019: para. 1). Besides that,
there are still considerable gaps in knowledge and information on the gender analysis aspect in Kazakhstan,
especially when it comes down to the analysis from regions to regions (Dubok & Turakhanova, 2017: 9). Piled up
cases that did not receive proper punishment and civic perturbation by the government’s disregard towards rape,
violence, and other crimes against women have eventually led to the activist movement, which took inception
approximately in September 2018, for tightening up the law on rape in the country. The pivotal catalytic point in
the activist movement was made by the sensational case of rape on Talgo train, where a woman was violated by
two men, of one of whom was a train conductor (Vaal, 2019: para. 4). The victim was not afraid of voicing her
case and raising an awareness for such issues across the country (SputnikNews.kz, 2019: para. 10). Apart from
that, the case attracted a lot of attention due to the dubiousness regarding the court verdict, as offenders were only
sentenced for 2.6 year, which caused huge public discontent and public outcry (Vaal, 2019: para. 4)
(SputnikNews.kz, 2019: para. 13). After this nationwide matter going public, there were several civic activist
movements on social media such as ‘#MeTooTalgo’, #NeMolchiKZ or ‘#OrtashaEmes’, which all eventually
affected the law on rape and lead for President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to take this matter at his own hand and
request tougher but necessary law amendments in the country during the State of the Nation Address on
September 02, 2019.

Research Methodology. This study is descriptive and takes its base on the indicators of empirical studies by
other secondary sources and authors in order to understand the role of the social media activism movement in the
fight against rape and sexual abuse in the context of Kazakhstan. For that, we will mostly use secondary sources
of information. In terms of the structure of the paper, firstly the problem of rape and sexual abuse is introduced
and how it became a widely discussed societal issue. Then, the paper will further analyze the crucial roles of the
social media movement initiatives such as NeMolchiKz or OrtasheEmes. Lastly, the paper discusses the strengths
and limitations of the social media movement in the country. The paper serves as an informational-analytical
paper outlining the problem of rape and sexual abuse issues alongside the social media movement concerning this
matter in Kazakhstan.

Problem Statement and Discussion: The context of conservative Kazakhstan

Possessing the features of a post-soviet state and a heritage of Turkic culture and Muslim religion,
Kazakhstan appears to be a vivid pro-patriarchal state that discriminates and neglects women in manifold ways.
The cases of rape and violence against women, therefore, were not exceptional to the patriarchal rule in the
country. According to the Household Survey on Violence against Women in Kazakhstan, around 17% of women
who had partners between the ages of 18- 75 have to some degree experienced some form of either physical or
sexual violence (The Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan Statistics Committee, 2019:
14). However, it is not only domestic violence or violence coming from an intimate partner, but also violent and
rape cases involving random outside people making use of fragile and helpless Kazakh women (The Ministry of
National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan Statistics Committee, 2019: 18). Besides that, the study also
found out that around 40% of the respondents did not talk or consult with relatives such as stepmothers, fathers-in-
law or other male and female family members (The Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Statistics Committee, 2019: 19). Those who talked, approached mostly their own parents or partner’s parents
followed by friends (The Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan Statistics Committee,
2019: 19). Women who were victims of rape or violence tend to hide their horrific experiences due to the huge
societal stigmatized concept of “Uyat” [Shame] within the culture, along with the fear of being raped, beaten up,
threatened, or blackmailed by the offender (Abdurasulov, 2018: para. 6). The aforementioned tendency to simply
‘stay in shadow and silence’, not revealing the occurrences of rape and other violent crimes against women,
however, has begun to change as early as in 2016 thanks to civic activism on social media platforms. Since then,
the issue of very frequent rape cases and unpunished rapists escalated. The ever-growing pressure coming from
civic activists and their social media campaigns made a tremendous difference and impacted government’s
decision-making, which was stated in the speech of President Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev on September 2, 2019
(Vaal, 2019: para. 1) (Akorda.kz, 2019: para. 11 on section “ensuring rights and security of citizens”).

What is social media activism?

In simple terms, social media activism or social media movements is the usage of media as an instrument of
communication (Rani, 2019: 1). It is often referred to as a medium of social networking that connects people with
other people all around the world. Such a media can include newspapers, audio broadcasts or campaigns (Rani,
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2019: 1). The main goal of a social media movement or activism is to catalyze a ‘change’ in policies of
governments, behaviors of people or activities of the society (Rani, 2019: 1). Such changes can either be driven
intentionally or unintentionally and may come in different dimensions ranging from local to national and global
scale. The literature highlights especially the existent research gap on how social media catalyzes and shapes
social media movements and social media activism (Murthy, 2018: 1). Most studies concerning the social media
aspect revolved around case studies of specific matters, such as the Arab Spring (Eltantawy & Wiest, 2011) or
Black Lives Matter (Cox, 2017). One of the most promising fields of research studies concern the question of how
stakeholders can mobilize and utilize human and capital resources to initiate grassroots transnational social
movements (Murthy, 2018: 1).
#NeMolchiKZ Movement

In year 2018, according to the Bilim Public Foundation, out of 340,000 crimes committed, about a third were
violent crimes against women; in 2016, the Prosecutor General’s Office reported that only in the first half of the
year more than 300 women committed a suicide, taking into account the fact that the vast majority of cases might
not have been reported (Teltayeva, 2016: para. 8 and 10). Taken aback and deeply hurt by these statistics, Dina
Tansari (Smailova) initiated activist movement of voicing rape and violence, following the example of Ukrainian
female journalists (Teltayeva, 2016: para. 6). Dina Tansari became one of the first women to ever share her
terrible rape story on her Facebook page back in 2016 using hashtag #NeMolchi [in Russian “He Momau™ - “do not
stay silent”] (Abdurasulov, 2018: para. 14) (Teltayeva, 2016: para. 2). “... I was unconscious. They left me in
front of my flat, rang the bell, and ran away. In the morning I couldn’t remember anything, except for my mum’s
screams when she found me...” she described the memory of her rape experience that occurred about 20 years
ago (Teltayeva, 2016: para. 3). This post alongside the aforementioned rape case of Talgo, came to serve as a real
silence breaker, as many women were sharing their stories with Dina, approaching her, and getting united to help
other victims just like themselves (Teltayeva, 2016) (Radio Azattyq, 2019). Having received a lot of support from
the civil society, Dina turned her online movement into a public fund, gaining even international recognition and
aid from UN Women (UN Women, 2017: para. 3). The public fund is functioning successfully even today and
provides aid to hundreds of female victims, helping them with rehabilitation and starting their lives over after
experiencing sexual or any other kind of violence via establishments of crisis centers, which was financed and led
by UNDP Kazakhstan and Kazakhstani Ministry of Interior Affairs (Teltayeva, 2016: para. 12). NeMolchiKZ
movement was one of the first life-changers and influencers within the social media catalyzing a societal change
in a patriarchal state of Kazakhstan (UN Women, 2017: para. 3 and 4). Nevertheless, the efforts were not able to
directly affect the Kazakhstani legislation but raise on the one hand the awareness for the issue itself at the local
and national level even more, while on the other hand also to battle gender inequality issues (Teltayeva, 2016:
para. 16).

Scandalous Rape Case on Talgo Train

The shocking incident occurred in fall 2018. A woman passenger was not willing to disclose her information
in the beginning, yet after a year of postponing court meetings and verdicts she had no choice (SputnikNews.kz,
2019: para. 8). While the woman was asleep in her Talgo train compartment, two train conductors raped her, and
she could not defend herself nor call for help but was eventually able to file a report and sue her offenders
(SputnikNews.kz, 2019: para. 8). During the summer 2019, the verdict for her offenders was announced,
constituting only 2.6 years of sentence, generating enormous public resentment and discontent (SputnikNews.kz,
2019: para. 13) (Radio Azattyq, 2019: para. 5). The decision of the court was the defining point in the movement
of civic activists to demand amendments (Vaal, 2019: para. 9) (Radio Azattyq, 2019: para. 5, 7, 9, 10, 11).
However, with the support by the social activist movement leader Dina Tansari as well as with her #NeMolchi
campaign bringing the problem even more to the public outcry, a second investigation was held that eventually
led to the imprisonment of these two men for five years each, as it was qualified as gang rape and not simply rape
(Equality Now, 2020: para. 2). However, the scandal did not end there and defamation charges followed against
Dina Tansari as of mid-January 2020 (Equality Now, 2020: para. 3 and 4).

#OrtashaEmes #NeSredneiTyazhesti

One of the renowned campaigns conducted via social media was called “Ortasha Emes/ Ne Srednei
Tyazhesti” [“Not of an Intermediate Gravity”] (Instagram, 2019b) (Instagram, 2019c). Young activists created
accounts on various platforms including Facebook, Instagram as well as in other social media outlets making
posts of themselves with posters depicting anti-rape and anti-violence slogans (Instagram, 2019a) (Instagram,
2019b) (Instagram, 2019c¢). Initially, the movement took inception in the capital city of Nur-Sultan, on Instagram
accounts of University students who initiated the campaign with the purpose to introduce amendments in the
criminal code, specifically Article 120, which is related to the punishment for rape (The Village Kazakhstan,
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2019: para. 30). Despite in the beginning the movement lacking sufficient promotion and attention, ever since the
Talgo incident happened it gained more supporters and smoothly disseminated to other regions of Kazakhstan
including Almaty, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Aktobe, and many other. Article 120 moved to the center of nationwide
discussion, after The Village Kazakhstan supported the campaign created by students and posted an article sharing
6 rape cases, whose punishments were almost negligible (The Village Kazakhstan, 2019: para. 5). Activists
Moldir Alban and Ospan Fariza submitted an application to the Almaty Akimat to hold a rally on August 18,
2019, for Sary-Arka (The Village Kazakhstan, 2019: para. 4). The theme of the rally was to return article 120 of
the Criminal Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan “rape” to the category of serious crimes,” reported the Village
Kazakhstan before introducing six other cases with even more resonating than Talgo case itself, which clearly
exhibited the necessity of altering the legislation (The Village Kazakhstan, 2019: para. 4).
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Above are some illustrations of the pictures made for the online campaigns on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter (Instagram, 2019d). Writing information, hashtags, and posts in three languages enabled in general the
nationwide activists to reach broader audience not only in Kazakhstan, but also abroad, calling for the urgent need
to toughen the law on rape, namely concerning Article 120 (Wood, 2019: para. 6 and 7). Followed by immense
wave of ‘online-protests’ in Kazakhstan, the movement was heartily supported by the Kazakhs living abroad, as
well as the international community. People began adding another hashtag #MeTooTalgo and reaching out global
web (Instagram, 2019d) (Wood, 2019: para. 6 and 7). One of the great examples that could be elicited is
Akmarzhan Kusherbayeva, a singer and a spokesperson of UNFPA Kazakhstan, who constantly voiced out her
ideas concerning the societal issue of perception towards women as victims and the low-level of awareness
initatives towards matters like abortion, rape or constructive gender imbalance (Kalmurat, 2019: para. 1). Other
locally famous women-bloggers such as Madina Zholdybekova (@madikendraws), illustrator and card maker;
Alina Mustafina (@alinka_mustafinka), ex-editor of Cosmo Magazine, public figure; and many others who had
3000 and more followers joined the campaign (Instagram, 2019a). Astoundingly, in only a couple of months a
few hashtags on social media were able to affect the government and force it to introduce the amendment.
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Government Decision and Law Amendment

Owing to the public discontent and continuous demands mostly via social media but also through
demonstrations, Kazakhstani government was highly pressured to follow the crowd’s voice and listen to their will.
Even though several government officials demonstrated agreement and even supported the campaigns by the civic
activists, nothing had been done to resolve the actual problem. Dina Tansari, the leader of NeMolchiKZ
movement, attempted to influence governmental decision multiple times and raised the topic on international
arena, yet the efforts were ignored. Thanks to the civil movement on Instagram, Facebook, and other social media
websites, the government has finally made a step towards its citizens. On September the 2nd, President Kassym-
Zhomart Tokayev delivered a message to the Kazakh citizens (Akorda.kz, 2019). He stated, “It is urgent to tighten
the punishment for sexual violence, pedophilia, drug trafficking, human trafficking and other serious crimes,
especially against children” (Vaal, 2019; para. 1). Besides that, it was mentioned that the rape and sexual abuse
and harassment rate have swollen enormously, and the issue needs to be resolved as soon as possible. The head of
the state even made a reference to the Talgo case and the activists, who were trying to raise awareness throughout
the country (Vaal, 2019: para. 7). “I instruct the government to take urgent measures to tighten the relevant
legislation within two months,” he said, referring to the toughening of Article 120 with which the general public
was still discontent about (Vaal, 2019: para. 1). Such a loud announcement caused much doubtfulness from the
civic society, as for the statements were made yet without any certain date or deadline to be set.

The strength and limitations of the Social Media Movement

In the context of Kazakhstan, the social media movement has great potential to be pervasive in every aspect
and life of people, society and the activities of the government. It is just the question of how to properly,
effectively and timely transform social media activities into actual social activism movements. According to
Gladwell (2010), slacktivism or the form of microblogging which includes forms of activism like posting images
or texts without an active follow-up activist activity are very ineffective in bringing societal changes. Unless of
course, slacktivism leads to a firmly established and highly dynamic national debates surrounding current
domestic matters, such as that of Black Lives Matter movement (Carney, 2016: 180). In this regard, even if many
people are actively engaged in the social media by posting or sharing matters on sexual violence or rape against
women, without any further actions bringing such topics on different platforms other than social media, people
will not notice the ‘change’ of policies and any social media movement will be left at the level of inactive
commitment. This also means that the way how social media shapes social activism movements will not be
measured in real terms, but only in terms of the activities surrounding the social media activities output. Here,
examples of such outputs can include the number of likes or comments on a given societal issue in numbers of
social media outlets. For a ‘change’ to happen it is not enough to just simply raise awareness via the social media
platforms but go beyond that and be pervasive outside the ranges of the social media. Often a bolder step is
needed to confront via different social platforms the matter at hand, and this might require totally different human
or capital resources, mobilization as well as coordination efforts and even different types of people and strategies.

Another strength of the social media and social movement besides transforming a movement into an action
like that of Black Lives Matter movement is the sheer accumulation of knowledge created, gained and recorded
(Murthy, 2018: 2). In simple terms, nowadays the social media is a means for establishing knowledge aggregation
and knowledge sharing. In other words, people from different regions of the world can help each other in
understanding, improving and maintaining a sense of community of activist movements and organizations in
order to motivate, lead or support it (Brzozowski, Sandholm & Hogg, 2009). However, once again, virtual
community’s strength with its social media supporters, contributors and leaders does not always translate into
practical reality due to difficulties with implementation challenges or organizational matters, as the reality is far
more complex and rather predictable in nature (Murthy, 2018: 2). Especially, in a country that is characterized by
the legacies of a socialist economic and political structure infused with the combination of semi-democratic
characteristics.

One of the main criticism towards the social media movement concerning rape and sexual abuse issues in
Kazakhstan is that often the problem itself is overloaded with information and sometimes over-dramatized in the
media and social media, leading to many question the importance and relevance of the problem as well as its real
“behind the scene” ultimate goal. Some see the issue here of over-dramatized problem as a way to take an
advantage of the message via the elitist movement under the pretext of democratic movement and turning it
against the societally established traditional family principles in Kazakhstan. Of course, this argument might too
far-fetched, but one needs to understand the motives and ultimate goal behind every social media movement.
While the ultimate or ulterior goal might be not only to raise the awareness on a certain problem, but also to
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change the law and even eventually unintentionally or intentionally destroying the traditional principles of family
roles in a household. In this regard, a social media movement or a social movement needs to have clear and
powerful message behind it, without hiding any other ulterior motives. However, no one can really guarantee that
this principle is uphold throughout the entire social media activism movement.

Conclusion. In a nutshell, we can say that social media has become a ‘powerful tool’ in the hands of civil
society movement in Kazakhstan. Despite the conservative traditional societal state with a still developing but
much promising civic society, social media has shown to be ‘a free fighting space’ for those who want to voice
their problems and for those who want to be heard. The cases of rape and sexual abuses against women have
proven to be true and the message by civic activists were trying to deliver via social media was heard by the head
of the state, Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev, who made a public promise to make an amendment into the law on rape
and toughen Article 120 concerning the punishment. However, understanding the strengths and limitations of the
social media movement in Kazakhstan, especially what concerns the matter on sexual abuse and rape, here it is
worth mentioning that the social media acts like a medium for catalyzing changes and turning a virtual reality into
a practical reality, as exemplified with the Black Lives Matter movement in the United States of America. Besides
that, the social media platform itself with its movement serves as a medium for people to aggregate, share and
create knowledge and experiences. Despite these promising outlooks, the social media movement in Kazakhstan
is still at its early stages of slacktivism movement, where it still faces difficult paths to transform the “virtual
battle” into an actual “practical change”. Besides that, many people in Kazakhstan believe that the social media
movements like that of the fight against sexual abuse and rape matters in Kazakhstan destroy the traditional
family values and foundations that existed in the country since centuries. Hence, such social media movements
are criticized for being elitist and driven to shake down the traditional foundations of a post-soviet state under the
pretext of a democratic principle. All these arguments lead down to the conclusion that Kazakhstan has still a long
way to go before it can truly accept and understand the social media movements not as a threat to the values and
foundations of the society, but as a catalyst for positive and beneficial changes in the need to transform the
country into a more mature and democratic state.
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